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Borough of Avon-By-The-Sea 

Regular Meeting Minutes – July 26, 2021 
 

 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call: Mayor Bonanno, Commissioner Mahon, Commissioner Magrini  

Also Present:  Kerry McGuigan, Administrator, Barry Cooke, Borough Attorney  

 

Borough Clerk read the following statement: 

 

This is a regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of Avon-By-The-Sea being 

held at the Avon Marina, 2 Main Street, Avon and notice of time, date and place has been transmitted to 

the area newspapers, Avon Board of Education, Avon Public Library, and the Avon Post Office in 

compliance with the rules and regulations of the Open Public Meetings Law.   

 

Workshop 

 

5G – The Commissioners will be approving a resolution tonight in order to retain a consultant to assist 

the borough with handling the installation of the 5G.  It will no cost to the borough as he will be paid out 

of an escrow supplied by the carrier.   

 

Bicycle Safety – Mayor Bonanno touched on the tragedy in Shark River Hills.  The police department is 

trying with incentives, such as a free ice cream, to encourage kids to wear their helmets.  The 

Commissioners are looking into addressing the motorized bicycles and scooters on the boardwalk and  

Barry Cooke will work on expanding the borough’s current ordinance to add them as things that can not 

go on the boardwalk.  Mayor Bonanno stated that he doesn’t know what can be done to promote bicycle 

safety and having kids wear their helmets, however it does need to be addressed so they will be working 

with the Police Department to see what can be done.  There are bike lanes on Main Street, so possibly 

looking into doing more roads with bike lanes would be helpful.  It will be discussed again at the August 

9th meeting when the Chief is present. 

 

Mayor Bonanno wanted to take a minute to remember Bob Tarencz who passed away.  Mr. Tarencz was 

a gate tender for the borough and had also worked in the Avon Elementary School as a substitute science 

teacher as well as judging the yearly science fair.  He will be missed. 

 

Regular Meeting 

 

Municipal Clerk asked if anyone has any questions about agenda items only.  There were no questions 

or comments from the public. 

 

BOND ORDINANCE 23-2021   Introduction  

 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS, BY AND 

IN THE BOROUGH OF AVON-BY-THE-SEA, IN THE COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, STATE 

OF NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING $376,000 THEREFOR (INCLUSIVE OF A STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$255,000) AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $376,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 

BOROUGH TO FINANCE THE COST THEREOF 

 

Mayor Bonanno made a motion that Ordinance 23-2021 be introduced on first reading, seconded by 

Commissioner Mahon. 

 

Aye: Mayor Bonanno, Commissioner Mahon, Commissioner Magrini 

Nay: N/A 

 

Motion by Mayor Bonanno, seconded by Commissioner Mahon that the above Ordinance No. 23-2021 

be taken up on second reading with a hearing on August 9, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Aye: Mayor Bonanno, Commissioner Mahon, Commissioner Magrini 

Nay: N/A 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Resolution No. 96-2021 Authorizing an Agreement for 5G Consulting Services with Hoplite 

Communications, Inc. 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Avon-by-the-Sea (the “Borough”) to retain a 

Consultant (the “Consultant”) to provide municipal services with regard to the Borough’s 

communication carriers agreements and wireless communications facilities, in particular, the installation 

of next generation mobile networks in the public right-of-way; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Municipal Land Use Law, N.J.S.A. 40:55D-53.2, application review 

and inspection charges shall be limited only to professional charges for review of applications, review 

and preparation of documents and inspections of developments under construction and review by 

outside consultants where an application is of a nature beyond the scope of the expertise of the 

professionals normally utilized by the Municipality; and 

WHEREAS, the Municipality desires to appoint Hoplite Communications, LLC, with offices at 

197 Route 18, Suite 3000, East Brunswick, NJ 08816, as a Consultant and Designee to provide 

municipal services with regard to the Municipality’s communications carriers; and 

WHEREAS, Consultant has provided a copy of its consulting proposal, attached hereto and 

incorporated herein by reference; and 

WHEREAS, Hoplite Communications will serve as Consultant for the term of July 26, 2021 

through January 25, 2022; and 

WHEREAS, compensation paid to the Consultant for services rendered to the Borough will be 

paid by the communications carrier; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of 

Avon-by-the-Sea, County of Monmouth, and State of New Jersey that Hoplite Communications be and 

is hereby appointed as a Consultant to the Borough to provide municipal services with regard to the 

Borough’s communication carriers as set forth in its summary of services attached hereto and made a 

part hereof; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Consultant will provide its services to the Borough at 

no cost to the Borough for the term of July 26, 2021 through January 25, 2022; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that services rendered to the Borough will be paid by the 

communications carrier; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Administrator is duly authorized to enter into 

a professional services contract with Consultant to memorialize the terms of this resolution; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution to appoint Consultant is made without 

competitive bidding in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-

6.1, because the value of the goods or services does not exceed the bidding threshold; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk be, and she is hereby authorized and 

directed to forward a copy of this resolution to Peter J. Lupo, Esq., upon its passage; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution is available for public inspection in the 

Borough of Avon-by-the-Sea clerk’s office. 

Mayor Bonanno made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Commissioner Mahon. 

 

Aye: Mayor Bonanno, Commissioner Mahon, Commissioner Magrini 

Nay: N/A 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Municipal Clerk states “All matters listed below are considered to be routine in nature and will be 

enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion on these items  If any discussion is desired 

by the governing body, that particular item will be removed from the consent agenda and will be 

considered separately”.  Would any member of the governing body wish to remove any of the items 

from the consent agenda to discuss individually?  They did not. 
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Resolution No. 97 – Repair to the Avon Borough Clock Tower 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1) (dd), the Borough may, by resolution and 

without advertising for bids, purchase goods or services for the support, maintenance, and 

acquisition of proprietary computer hardware and software for the Verdin Clock Tower; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Avon-By-The-Sea is in need of acquiring Verdin Clock for 

repairing the Verdin Clock Tower on Main Street; and 

 

WHEREAS, Verdin Clock has provided a “sole source” letter dated July 23, 2021; and 

 

WHEREAS, Verdin Clock has provided a quote in the amount of $9,034.00 for the repairs; and 

 

WHEREAS, funds for this purchase have been appropriated in the 2021 Capital Budget, 

account number, C-01-037-204; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Commissioners of the Borough of Avon-By-

The-Sea, that the Borough is authorized to use Capital Budget Account Number, C-01-037-204, to fund 

the expenditure to repair the Verdin Clock based upon the price quote from Verdin Clock in an amount 

not to exceed $9,034.00. 

 

• Approval of minutes from the July 12, 2021, Meeting 

• Approval of minutes from the July 19, 2021, Special Meeting 

• Approving the payment of bills in the amount of $644,440.35 

 

Municipal Clerk asked if anyone has any questions regarding the consent agenda items.  There were no 

questions or comments from the public. 

 

Commissioner Mahon made a motion to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Mayor Bonanno. 

 

Aye: Mayor Bonanno, Commissioner Mahon, Commissioner Magrini 

Nay: N/A 

 

Municipal Clerk asks if anyone from the public would like to be heard.   

 

Mary Lou Farmer, 121 Lakeside Ave., spoke about installing 4-way stops at all intersections.  

Commissioner Magrini stated that before the borough would consider that idea, it would require having 

an engineering study done first.  Many residents are for the 4-way stop signs however many are against 

it as well.   

 

Roger Domal, 139 Woodland Ave., was wondering if the borough could get grants for traffic issues like 

the ones Bradley Beach were able to get.   Transportation grants are through Rutgers and perhaps 

Barbara can look into that.  He will wait until the next meeting to comment on bicycle safety when the 

Chief is here.  He did say that the pedestrian crossing signs make it difficult for bike riders as it squeezes 

the lanes.  He was wondering if the borough had done away with the officers on the bikes.  Kerry stated 

that they still do that, and she will mention it to the Chief.  Mr. Domal stated that there was a car parked 

for 5 hours against a yellow curb and did not receive a ticket.   Mr. Domal also asked about being able to 

make online payments for taxes, water, and sewer.  Kerry stated that the borough is currently working 

on it, and she hopes to have it up and running by 2022.   

 

Susan Devoy, 709 Ocean Ave., asked if the mayor and commissioners would consider extending the 

time that dogs were not allowed on the beach from October 1st to November 1st.  There are still many 

beautiful beach days in October and people just allow their dog to run free and do not pick up after 

them. 

 

Marie Kenny, 207 Norwood Ave., stated that she would not like to have additional 4-way stops added to 

the town.  The traffic would then increase on Sylvania Ave.  She added that over the weekend there 

were about 6-8 teens on bikes and none of them stopped at the stop signs.  Her and the other car needed 

to slam on their brakes.  She believes that it is a driving hazard that the borough removed approximately 
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200 parking spaces.  Now cars are driving up and down streets multiple times looking for a space and 

the drivers are so focused on that they aren’t paying attention to the pedestrians or the bicyclists.   

 

Roger Domal, 139 Woodland Ave., stated that by removing those spaces the borough has reduced the 

quality of life for those who live closer to the beach.  He stated that diagonal parking is safer for 

bicyclist rather than parallel because then you could see them pulling out while when cars are parked 

parallel there is a risk of a door opening and hitting the bicyclist. 

 

James Tuohy, 600 Third Ave., asked about the fencing being put under the boardwalk by the pavilion.  

He hung out there as a child, the kids don’t make much of a mess, and he doesn’t understand why this is 

no longer allowed.  Kerry stated that she was only informed that day about it, but she believes there 

were issues with the kids hanging out under there and calls to the police.  She will check with both Scott 

and the Chief tomorrow.     

 

Motion by Mayor Bonanno, seconded by Commissioner Mahon that being there is no further business, 

the meeting is adjourned.  All ayes.  Meeting adjourned.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Thea Kratochvil 

Acting Municipal Clerk 

Avon-By-The-Sea 
 


